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American Legacy Magazine Celebrates 10th Anniversary
American Legacy, the magazine of African-American history and culture, celebrated its 10th
anniversary on Wednesday, September 14, 2005 at the Grand Hyatt Hotel in New York City. An
array of sponsors, advertisers, subscribers and guests attended the event and re-affirmed their
commitment to American Legacy magazine. This was a full-day celebration starting with a
Ministers Appreciation breakfast sponsored by GM for over 60 guests and ending with a black-tie
awards dinner for over 450 guests.

Ministers Breakfast Sponsored by
The Ministers Appreciation Breakfast was sponsored by GM and included placement of a car
outside of the Grand Hyatt for all to see as they entered. Over 60 attendees were greeted by
Rodney J. Reynolds, founder and publisher of American Legacy and thanked for their 10 years of
support. Rev. W. Franklyn Richardson of Grace Baptist Church in Mt. Vernon, New York hosted
the event along with Rev. Calvin O. Butts, III of Abyssinian Church, New York, NY. Special
keynote speaker was Rev. Marvin McMickle of Antioch Baptist Church in Cleveland, Ohio.

Rev. McMickle was truly an inspirational and dynamic speaker. He gave the audience a vivid
account of how history affects each and every one of us in some way. He enlightened us with the
notion that each of us has “our own story” and “our own history”, thus giving us our own unique
viewpoints on life. Rev. McMickle ended his message encouraging us all to achieve our dreams
and left all attendees inspired and uplifted.

Rodney J. Reynolds delivered closing remarks and raffled off two framed American Legacy 10th
Anniversary posters. Departing guests received a gift bag full of items including copies of
American Legacy and American Legacy Woman magazines, an American Legacy paperweight, and
a GM pen.

10th Anniversary Gala Dinner and Awards Ceremony
That same evening American Legacy, celebrated its 10th anniversary with a star-studded gala and
awards dinner hosted by Actor/Comedian SinBad.

The evening began with a reception for the over 450 guests amidst cocktails and hot hors
d’oeuvres.  The reception also featured 5 historical characters, Ida B. Wells, Frederick Douglass,
Harriet Tubman, Madame CJ Walker and W.E.B. Dubois. The characters mingled with the guests
and were often asked to be photographed with them. Attendees were also given the opportunity to
have their photo taken and placed on the cover of a American Legacy magazine.

Rounding out the reception was a Silent Auction that included over 50 exquisite items. Silent
Auction items included: paintings by local artists, a Waterford Crystal vase, a trip to the Forbes
home in France, dinner for 6 aboard the Forbes yacht, a civil rights book basket and much, much
more. All proceeds benefited the 10 American Legacy Museum Preservation Award Recipients.



While dinner was being served guest enjoyed a musical performance by violinist Kersten Stevens
Jazz Ensemble.  Later on in the evening, guests enjoyed a special dance tribute by the Harrigan
Educational and Cultural Center.

The Gala included the presentation of American Legacy’s Living History Award to the following
outstanding African-Americans who have made significant contributions to black history: Civil
Rights Activist Myrlie Evers Williams; Southern Christian Leadership Conference co-founder,
Rev. Dr. Joseph Lowery; acclaimed film director, producer, writer and composer, Melvin Van
Peebles, and Gil Noble, a veteran journalist and host of WABC-TV's Like it Is.

During the awards gala, the magazine presented its first American Legacy Museum Preservation
Awards to ten African-American  museums to celebrate their excellence in preserving the
historical and cultural perspectives of the African-American experience. Each museum will
receive a monetary grant from American Legacy. They are as follows:

•African American Cultural Complex – Raleigh, NC
•African American Museum of Nassau County, East Meadow, NY
•Apex Museum:  African-American Panoramic Experience – Atlanta, GA
•Black History Museum and Cultural Center of Virginia – Richmond, VA
•Buffalo Soldiers Museum – Houston, TX
•Charles H. Wright Museum of African American History – Detroit, MI
•DuSable Museum of African-American History – Chicago, IL
•The Great Blacks in Wax Museum – Baltimore, MD
•The Kansas African-American Museum – Wichita, KS
•River Road African American Museum – Donaldsonville, LA

"We are very excited about reaching this milestone in the life of the magazine," said Rodney J.
Reynolds, founder and publisher American Legacy. "Our goal of creating a resource center for
African-American history and culture is being realized. We continue to pay homage to those who
everyday help make significant contributions to our shared history and culture."

The gala concluded with an outstanding musical performance by Grammy-award winning artist
Regina Belle. Ms. Belle entertained the audience with both her classic and recently released songs.
Everyone left feeling rejuvenated and inspired.

Upon their departure, guests received a gift bag full of items including copies of American Legacy
and American Legacy Woman magazines, an American Legacy mug, an American Legacy mouse
pad, a GM model car, an SBLI travel chess set, Colgate-Palmolive toothpaste, deodorant and
toiletries bag, a Hyatt spa book, and a tin of Aetna mints.



Ministers Appreciation Breakfast Sponsored by



Special keynote speaker Rev.
McMickle, Antioch Baptist
Church, Cleveland, Ohio.



Rodney J. Reynolds
with Kevin Grove and
Kevin Bynoe, GM
representatives.



Reception Check-in and Cover Shot



Reception and Historical Characters



Reception and Silent Auction









Dinner

Audrey Peterson, editor,
American Legacy welcomes
guests to 10th Anniversary Gala.







Museum Preservation Awards
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Special Dance Performance



Living History Awards Ceremony

Ilyasah Shabazz, daughter of
Malcolm X, presents Myrlie Evers-
Williams American Legacy’s Living
History award to Rene Evers
Everette, daughter of Medgar Evers.

Maurice DuBois accepts
American Legacy’s Living History
Award on behalf of Gil Noble,
host of Like It Is.

SinBad presents Melvin Van
Peebles American Legacy’s Living
History award to Marva Allen.



Living History Awards Ceremony

Rev. Dr. W. Franklyn Richardson
presents Rev. Dr. Joseph E. Lowery
with American Legacy’s Living
History award.

Rodney Reynolds, SinBad,
Rev. Dr. Richardson, Rev.
Dr. Lowery, and Howard
Dodson at American
Legacy’s 10th Anniversary
Gala.



Special Musical Performance by Regina Belle


